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The research focuses on the effect of demographic factors and teachers’
competencies on the achievement of Secondary School students in the Punjab. It was
a survey based co relational study. The objectives of the study were: (a) To analyze
the association of the demographic factors and the achievements of 10" class
students. (b) To find the relationship between teachers’ competencies and
achievement of the students at the secondary level. (c) To make suitable
recommendations for the improvement of the achievement of secondary school
students. The population of the study comprised: (i) Heads of public secondary
schools both; boys and girls in the Punjab. (ii) all the secondary school teachers
S.S.Ts. (iii) the students studying in 10" class (who have passed the 9™ class

examination from their Boards).
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For choosing the sample, purposive/convenient sampling technique was used.
The sample consisted of 30 male and 30 female secondary schools from urban and
rural areas. The instruments used for data collection were three questionnaires and
results of S.S.C examination 2007. 60 Heads, 300 secondary school teachers and
1500 students were taken as a sample. Three questionnaires, one for Heads of
secondary schools, one for secondary school teachers and one for students studying
in 10™ class were developed on Likert Scale. Every questionnaire consisted of 50
items plus two open ended questions. These questionnaires were sent to the experts
to refine the items. In order to validate the questionnaires, it was distributed among
fifty male and female teachers, 100 male and female students, and 10 Headmasters
and Headmistresses of rural and urban secondary schools of district Bhakkar. After
collecting the responses of the respective sample, the questionnaire was restructured
for using on a large scale, on the basis of pilot testing. The researcher visited all the
sampled secondary schools and collected the data. It was tabulated, analyzed and
interpreted by using SPSS software version 16 for chi-square, Pearson’s correlation
and T-test techniques.

The major conclusions of the study drawn from the analysis of data were: (1)
Female students excelled from the male students. (ii). Students of urban secondary
schools secured more positions in S.S.C examination 2007 than rural secondary
schools in the Punjab. (iii)) The number of students passed in the S.S.C annual
examination 2007 of urban Secondary Schools was better than the rural Secondary
Schools. (iv). Family size affected the achievement of the students. (v). Financial

pressure left disappointing effects on the performance of hard up learners. (vi). The
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teachers who planned their lessons showed good results as compared to those who
did not plan.(vii) Those teachers who enlivened their lessons and through dignified
teaching process inculcated the contents of lessons, exhibited promising results. (viii)
The teachers who were good disciplinarians and their classroom management was up
to the mark showed better results. (ix) Teaching experience was a good visible
factor. That’s why the more experienced teachers recorded up to the mark results.(x)
The teachers who carried out tests through recognized formative process were noted
for their good results. (xi) The schools where, the Heads boosted confidence in
teachers on their encouraging performance displayed good results. (xii). All the null
hypotheses formulated for the study were rejected showing that the demographic
factors and teachers’ competencies have significant relationship with the students’
achievement.

The main recommendations of the research are: (i) The achievement of the
students of urban areas at secondary level is directly linked with the performance of
efficient teachers. Such competent teachers may be provided in the rural areas also.
(i1). New awareness programs may be initiated in rural and urban areas to ascertain
the population explosion. (iii). The poor students may be accommodated so that they
may continue their education. (iv). The teachers may be imparted professional
training of planning the overall classroom activities. (v) The teaching aids might be
executed for pleasant working environment of the classrooms. (vi). Formative
evaluation, especially in village schools is not being carried out. The result suffered
due to the lack of this practice. The respective teachers may be bound to set the

papers themselves. (viii).Teachers may be oriented with evaluation and measurement
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techniques. (ix). Progress reports may be updated. (x). Heads may be given
residential accommodation in rural secondary schools so that the rest of the staff
must be ensured to be there in time. (xi). The presence of teachers in the classrooms
with full preparation may be ensured on part of the Head of the institution. (xii).
Science teachers may be bound to carry out practicals in the laboratories. (xiii). The
collaboration between the parents and teachers may be strengthened for better

growth of the students.



